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9. Bar codes on consumer units8. Choosing the correct bar code

All Canadian and US retailers 
should now be able to scan 
EAN-8 and EAN-13 symbols 
but if exporting check 
with your agent. Note that 
Americans generally refer to 
all retail bar codes as ‘UPC’ but 
may mean ‘EAN/UPC’, which 
includes EAN-8 and EAN-13.

The unit is too small to 
accommodate the bar 

codes you need. 
GS1 DataBar may be 
an option in future.

See Appendix 6
for information

about GS1 DataBar
*Note that this option means that the bar code you will use can not be scanned at 
retail. Operators will have to open the carton, scan one of the items inside, and 
manually enter “x12”, “x24” etc to indicate the number of units in the carton.


